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57 ABSTRACT
Device for cleaning a surface, particularly a floor, compris-
ing:

a cleaning head comprising at least a first surface and a
second surface having an angular offset relative to each
other about a transverse direction,

a hinge comprising a first hinge portion and a second
hinge portion which are movable relative to one
another in rotation about a hinge axis parallel to the
transverse direction, and

a switching system, interposed between the cleaning head
and the hinge and adapted to move the hinge between
a first position near the first surface and a second
position near the second surface.

20 Claims, 3 Drawing Sheets
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1
DEVICE COMPRISING A CLEANING HEAD
AND A SYSTEM FOR SWITCHING
BETWEEN TWO SURFACES

FIELD OF THE INVENTION

The invention relates to a device for cleaning a surface,
particularly a floor.

CONTEXT OF THE INVENTION

WO 97/40736 discloses a device for cleaning a surface,
particularly a floor, comprising a cleaning head comprising
a first surface and a second surface which are both substan-
tially flat and are adapted to alternate in facing the surface
to be cleaned, said first surface and second surface having an
angular offset relative to one another about a transverse
direction, and a hinge comprising a first hinge portion and a
second hinge portion which are movable relative to one
another in rotation about a hinge axis substantially parallel
to the transverse direction, said second hinge portion being
intended for connection to a gripping element such as a
handle.

Such a device allows placing a cleaning strip on said first
and second surfaces in order to clean a larger surface
between each rinse/reloading with product, while producing
lower friction in contact with the ground.

Although such a device is satisfactory, the invention aims
to further improve its cleaning efficiency and ease of use.

DESCRIPTION OF THE DISCLOSURE

To overcome the above problems, the device of the
invention further comprises a switching system, interposed
between the cleaning head and the hinge and adapted to
move said hinge between a first position near the first surface
and a second position near the second surface.

The position of the force exerted by the user, generally by
means of the handle, on the surface of the cleaning head
facing the surface to be cleaned, is thus improved because it
is closer to the center of the surface in contact with the
ground, regardless of the surface of the cleaning head used.
This allows exerting a more uniform pressure on the surface
in contact with the ground, which is therefore more effective
and reduces the physical effort required from the user.

In addition, the position of the hinge provides better
cleaning head stability and prevents unwanted switching
between the two surfaces during cleaning.

Finally, the swinging of the hinge simplifies the transition
from one surface in contact with the floor to the other, which
facilitates the use of the device.

In various embodiments of the device according to the
invention, one or more of the following arrangements may
be used:

the switching system guides the hinge in order to move it

between the first position and the second position
within a switching plane substantially perpendicular to
said transverse direction;
the switching system guides the hinge in rotation about a
pivot axis substantially parallel to the transverse direc-
tion, between the first position and the second position;

the hinge abuts against the cleaning head in the first
position, while allowing the second hinge portion to
pivot relative to the first hinge portion about the hinge
axis;

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

60

65

2

in the first position, the first hinge portion abuts against
the cleaning head substantially in alignment with the
hinge axis and the second hinge portion is at a distance
from the cleaning head;

the switching system guides the hinge in translation
between the first position and the second position;

the first surface has a first center, the second surface has
a second center, the first center is distanced from the
second center by a separation distance, the hinge axis
is moved between the first position and the second
position by a displacement distance that is between 0.5
and 1.5 times the separation distance; this allows the
hinge axis to be substantially in alignment with the
center of the surface that is in contact with the floor;

in the first position, the hinge axis is at a distance of less
than 5 centimeters from the first surface, and in the
second position the hinge axis is at a distance of less
than 5 cm from the second surface;

the angular offset is between 8 and 90 degrees, preferably
between 10 and 20 degrees;

the first surface has a first length in the transverse direc-
tion and a first width perpendicular to the transverse
direction, the second surface has a second length in the
transverse direction and a second width perpendicular
to the transverse direction, the second width being at
least 10% and preferably between 25% and 70%
smaller than the first width;

a first cleaning strip portion is held in place opposite the
first surface and a second cleaning strip portion is held
in place opposite the second surface;

the first strip portion and the second strip portion have
different compositions;

a handle is connected to the second hinge portion.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF FIGURES

Other features and advantages of the invention will be
apparent from the following detailed description, with ref-
erence to the accompanying drawings in which:

FIG. 11is a perspective view of a device according to a first
embodiment of the invention in a first position;

FIG. 2 is another perspective view of the device according
to the first embodiment in a second position;

FIG. 3 is a perspective view of a device according to a
second embodiment.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE
DISCLOSURE

FIGS. 1 and 2 illustrate a device 100 according to a first
embodiment, essentially comprising a cleaning head 1, a
hinge 10, and a switching system 20.

The cleaning head 1 comprises at least a first surface 2 and
second surface 3, both substantially planar. The first surface
2 and the second surface 3 extend in a transverse direction
Y and are substantially juxtaposed in a cleaning direction X
perpendicular to the transverse direction Y.

The first surface 2 and second surface 3 are connected to
each other by means of a connection 5 extending in the
transverse direction Y. The connection 5 is composed of a
curved portion connecting the first surface 2 and the second
surface 3. In preferred embodiments, the connection 5 is
narrow. Alternatively, the connection 5 may comprise a third
flat surface delimiting the first surface 2 and the second
surface 3. In this alternative, the connection 5 may be large
enough to separate the first surface 2 and the second surface
3 significantly, or even comprise a third cleaning surface.
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The first surface 2 and second surface 3 have an angular
offset a. relative to each other about the transverse direction
Y. Specifically, the angular offset o can be defined by the
angle formed between the second surface 3 and a flat floor
7 when the first surface 2 is in contact with this same floor
7, as shown in FIG. 1, or the angle formed between the first
surface 2 and a flat floor 7 when the second surface 3 is in
contact with this same floor 7, as shown in FIG. 2. The
angular offset o is preferably between 8 and 90 degrees,
more preferably between 10 and 20 degrees. More particu-
larly, the angular offset a is selected so that the device is
ergonomic, with the alternating between the two surfaces 2,
3 being simple for the user and the cleaning head 1 not
unexpectedly switching from one surface to the other during
cleaning.

The first and second surfaces 2, 3 of the cleaning head 1
are preferably rectangular, but may be any other shape
including curved. In particular, the first and second surfaces
2, 3 may have a slightly concave leading edge 6, extending
substantially in the transverse direction Y.

The first surface 2 has a first length L, in the transverse
direction Y and a first width I, perpendicular to the trans-
verse direction Y. The second surface 3 has a second length
L, in the transverse direction Y and a second width I,
perpendicular to the transverse direction Y. The first width I,
and the second width I, may each be between 4 and 16 cm,
preferably between 7 and 9 cm. The first length L, and the
second length L, are preferably substantially equal and
between 25 and 120 centimeters.

The first and second surfaces 2, 3 of the cleaning head 1
may also be of different sizes, as illustrated in FIGS. 1 and
2. Thus, the second width 1, is preferably at least 10% and
more preferably between 25 and 70% smaller than the first
width I,. Of course, although this is not preferred, the first
width I, and the second width I, can be equal. The total
width of the cleaning head 1 perpendicularly to the trans-
verse direction Y is preferably between 8 and 32 centime-
ters, more preferably between 14 and 18 centimeters.

The cleaning head 1 further comprises two flanges 4
forming a fin and connecting the first surface 2 and second
surface 3 at each of their ends in the transverse direction Y,
to strengthen the cleaning head 1. The flanges 4 are sub-
stantially planar and have a triangular shape. They extend
along the cleaning direction X and along an elevation
direction Z perpendicular to the cleaning direction X and to
the transverse direction Y. Alternatively, the cleaning head 1
could comprise a first portion comprising the first surface 2
and a second portion comprising the second surface 3,
coupled to each other at the connection 5 by a joint rotating
about the transverse direction Y, such as a hinge or the like,
which allows varying their angular offset a.. The angular
offset a would then be adjustable between a first angular
offset and a second angular offset. The first angular offset is
then preferably zero, but could be non-zero. The second
angular offset is preferably between 8 and 90 degrees, but
may also be equal to 120 degrees or more if desired. In order
to maintain the first surface 2 and second surface 3 in the
desired position relative to each other, a linkage system
(permitting adjustment of the angular offset by discrete
values), a screw system with two reverse threads (permitting
adjustment of the angular offset by continuous values), or
another well-known system may be used.

The switching system 20 is interposed between the clean-
ing head 1 and the hinge 10, and allows rotating the hinge
10 according to the first embodiment, as illustrated in FIGS.
1 and 2.
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The switching system 20 comprises a base 22 and a
switching lever 21. The base 22 is fixed to the cleaning head
1 near the center of the cleaning head 1. The switching lever
21 has a first end portion 23 and a second end portion 24.
The first end portion 23 is mounted on the base 22 so as to
pivot about a pivot axis B substantially parallel to the
transverse direction Y.

The hinge 10 comprises a first hinge portion 11 and a
second hinge portion 12. The first hinge portion 11 and the
second hinge portion 12 are mounted to pivot relative to
each other about a hinge axis A substantially parallel to the
transverse direction Y and to the pivot axis B.

The first hinge portion 11 comprises the second end
portion 24 of the switching lever 21 and a switching rod
mounted on the second end portion 24. The second hinge
portion 12 comprises a base 14. The base 14 extends in a
handle direction T between an upper end portion 15 on
which a gripping element 31 formed by a handle is releas-
ably retained, and a lower end portion 16 by which the base
14 is connected to the cleaning head 1.

The hinge 10 further comprises a hub 13 interposed
between the base 14 and the switching lever 21. More
specifically, the hub 13 is interposed between the first hinge
portion 11 and the base 14. The hub 13 comprises a cylinder
18 mounted so as to rotate about the hinge axis A on the
switching rod, said hinge axis A passing substantially
through the center of said switching rod and cylinder 18.

In addition, the lower end portion 16 of the base 14 is
mounted on the hub 13 so as to pivot about an axis of
rotation R perpendicular to the hinge axis A. As a result of
these two pivoting connections between the base 14 and the
first hinge portion 11, the gripping element 31 has two
degrees of freedom of rotation relative to the cleaning head
1 during cleaning.

The gripping element 31 is latched into place on the upper
end portion 15 of the base 14 by a releasable fastener 17
(only the slots for receiving the releasable retaining pins are
shown in FIGS. 1 and 2) by snapping.

The rotation of the switching lever 21 about the pivot axis
B moves the hinge 10 between a first position near the first
surface 2, shown in FIG. 1, and a second position near the
second surface 3, shown in FIG. 2.

First position near the first surface 2 and second position
near the second surface 3 are understood to mean that the
hinge 10 is nearer to the first surface 2 than the second
surface 3 in the first position, and the reverse in the second
position. As illustrated, the hinge 10 is still several milli-
meters or even several centimeters away from the corre-
sponding surface (first surface 2 in the first position/second
surface 3 in the second position), but preferably less than 5
cm.

As illustrated in FIG. 1, in the first position, the first
portion 11 of the hinge 10, more specifically the second end
portion 24 of the switching lever 21, abuts against, substan-
tially in alignment with the hinge axis A, a first support 25
attached to the cleaning head 1 (incorporated into the
cleaning head 1 in the embodiment shown) so that the hinge
axis A is unmoving relative to the cleaning head 1. The hub
13 and base 14 are at a distance from the cleaning head 1,
or in other words it does not come in contact with the
cleaning head 1, thereby allowing the second hinge portion
12 to pivot relative to the first hinge portion 11 about the
hinge axis A, and preferably about the axis of rotation R.

The first support 25 is arranged on the face opposite the
first surface 2 of the cleaning head 1, substantially in
alignment with the center 2a of the first surface 2. Thus, in
the first position the user exerts a force, in the handle
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direction T, on the cleaning head 1 near the center 2a of the
first surface 2 in contact with the floor 7, ensuring a
satisfactory application of the first surface 2 against the floor
7.

Similarly, as shown in FIG. 2, in the second position, the
first portion 11 of the hinge 10, more specifically the second
end portion 24 of the switching lever 21, abuts against,
substantially in alignment with the hinge axis A, a second
support 26 attached to the cleaning head 1 (incorporated into
the cleaning head 1 in the embodiment shown) so that the
hinge axis A is unmoving relative to the cleaning head 1. The
hub 13 and base 14 are at a distance from the cleaning head
1, thereby allowing the second hinge portion 12 to pivot
relative to the first hinge portion 11 about the hinge axis A,
and preferably about the axis of rotation R.

The second support 26 is arranged on the face opposite the
first surface 2 of the cleaning head 1, substantially in
alignment with the center 3a of the second surface 3. Thus,
in the second position the user exerts a force, in the handle
direction T, on the cleaning head 1 near the center 3a of the
second surface 3 in contact with the floor 7.

In the illustrated embodiment, between the first position
and the second position, the hinge axis A is moved by a
displacement distance D, substantially equal to the separa-
tion distance D, between the center 2a of the first cleaning
surface 2 and the center 3a of the second cleaning surface 3.
Preferably, the displacement distance D, is between 0.5
times and 1.5 times the separation distance D, between the
center 2a of the first cleaning surface 2 and the center 3a of
the second cleaning surface 3.

The direction of the line passing through the centers 2a
and 3aq is thus substantially the cleaning direction X.

In the case where the cleaning surfaces 2, 3 are of
complex shapes, the center 2a of the first cleaning surface 2
and the center 3a of the second cleaning surface 3 respec-
tively correspond to the center of mass of the set of points
of each of first and second surfaces.

FIG. 3 illustrates a device 200 according to a second
embodiment. Device 200 differs from device 100 by its
switching system 120. The elements of device 200 which are
identical to those described in relation to device 100 are
denoted similarly.

The switching system 120 is interposed between the
cleaning head 1 and the hinge 10 and allows the hinge 10 to
move in translation in the cleaning direction X.

The switching system 120 includes a slide base 122 and
a slider 121.

The slide base 122 comprises two guide rails 125, a first
retention portion 126 and a second retention portion 127.
The first retention portion 126 is arranged on the face
opposite the first surface 2 of the cleaning head 1, substan-
tially in alignment with the center 2a of the first surface 2,
and the second retention portion 127 is arranged on the face
opposite the second surface 3 of the cleaning head 1,
substantially in alignment with the center 3a of the second
surface 3.

The guide rails 125 extend in the cleaning direction X
between the two retention portions 126, 127 which secure
the slide base 122 to the cleaning head 1. In the illustrated
embodiment, the two guide rails 125 are parallel and recti-
linear. The slider 121 has a first end portion 123 and a second
end portion 124. The first end portion 123 is mounted so as
to slide in translation on the guide rails 125 in the cleaning
direction X.

The hinge 10 comprises a first hinge portion 11 consisting
of the second end portion 124 of the slider 121 and a second
hinge portion 12.
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The translation of the slider 121 relative to the slide base
122 moves the hinge 10 between a first position near the first
surface 2 and a second position near the second surface 3, as
defined above for the first embodiment.

As illustrated in FIG. 3 in the first and second positions,
the first hinge portion 10 respectively abuts against the first
and second retention portions 126, 127 of the slide base 122,
substantially in alignment respectively with the first and
second centers 2a, 3a of the first and second surfaces 2, 3.

The hub 13 and the base 14 are at a distance from the
cleaning head 1, thereby allowing the second hinge portion
12 to pivot relative to the first hinge portion 11, about the
hinge axis A and preferably about the axis of rotation R.

Thus, in each position, the user exerts a force, in the
handle direction T, on the cleaning head 1 near the center 2a,
3a of the surface 2, 3 in contact with the floor 7, such that
the hinge axis A is then stationary relative to the cleaning
head 1.

Similarly to the embodiment described above, between
the first position and the second position, the hinge axis A is
moved by a displacement distance D, substantially equal to
the separation distance D, between the center 2a of the first
cleaning surface 2 and the center 3a of the second cleaning
surface 3; preferably, the displacement distance D, is
between 0.5 times and 1.5 times the separation distance D,
between the center 2a of the first cleaning surface 2 and the
center 3a of the second cleaning surface 3.

In both embodiments, the device 100, 200 further com-
prises a cleaning strip 30 comprising a first strip portion 32
held in place opposite the first surface 2 and a second strip
portion 33 held in place opposite the second surface 3.

Advantageously, the first strip portion 32 and the second
strip portion 33 have different compositions. Thus, the first
strip portion 32 and the second strip portion 33 fulfill
different functions, preferably complementary, among the
functions of washing, scrubbing, wiping, etc. For example,
the first strip portion 32 is of a composition suitable for
washing and/or scrubbing the floor 7 while the second strip
portion 33 is of a composition suitable for absorbing liquids
in order to wipe off the floor 7.

In the illustrated embodiments, the cleaning strip 30
incorporates the first strip portion 32 and the second strip
portion 33 as one piece. Alternatively, the first strip portion
32 and the second strip portion 33 could be separate pieces.

Each of the first and second strip portions 32, 33 is of a
known type, and made of polypropylene, polyester, poly-
amide, or the like, depending on the desired function. The
cleaning strip 30 is attached to the cleaning head 1 by known
means, in particular using self-adhering surfaces such as
Velcro®, magnets, pockets, by press-ins, by brackets, or by
tabs.

The cleaning head 1 may also comprise securing means
for securing the hinge 10 in one of the first or second
positions. These securing means may in particular be mag-
nets, straps, or the like.

Preferably, the cleaning head 1, the hinge 10, and the
switching system 20; 120 are made of plastic (polypropylene
or similar material), or of metal, preferably aluminum.

Of course, the invention is not limited to these embodi-
ments, as they are described by way of illustration and not
limitation. Although this is not preferred, other embodi-
ments can therefore be implemented by combining the two
embodiments described, in particular by guiding the hinge
10 simultaneously in a rotational and translational move-
ment.
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The invention claimed is:

1. Device for cleaning a surface comprising:

a cleaning head comprising at least a first surface and a
second surface which are both flat and are adapted to
alternate in facing the surface to be cleaned, said first
surface and said second surface having an angular
offset relative to one another about a transverse direc-
tion, and

a hinge comprising a first hinge portion and a second
hinge portion which are movable relative to one
another in rotation about a hinge axis parallel to the
transverse direction, said second hinge portion being
intended for connection to a gripping element,

wherein the device further comprises a switching system,
interposed between the cleaning head and the hinge,
and adapted to move said hinge between a first position
near the first surface and a second position near the
second surface; and

first and second supports, or first and second retention
portions, projecting upwardly from the cleaning head;
the first hinge portion abuts against the first support or
the first retention portion when the hinge is in the first
position, and the first hinge portion abuts against the
second support or the second retention portion when
the hinge is in the second position.

2. Device according to claim 1, wherein the hinge is
movable between the first position and the second position
in a plane that is perpendicular to the transverse direction.

3. Device according to claim 1, wherein said angular
offset is between 8 and 90 degrees.

4. Device according to claim 1, wherein:

the first surface has a first length in the transverse direc-
tion and a first width perpendicular to the transverse
direction,

the second surface has a second length in the transverse
direction and a second width perpendicular to the
transverse direction,

the second width is at least 10% smaller than the first
width.

5. Device according to claim 1, further comprising a first
cleaning strip portion held in place opposite the first surface
and a second cleaning strip portion held in place opposite the
second surface, the first strip portion and the second strip
portion having different compositions.

6. Device according to claim 1, wherein said angular
offset is between 10 and 20 degrees.

7. Device according to claim 1, wherein the first and
second supports, or the first and second retention portions,
project upwardly from the cleaning head substantially in
alignment with a center of the first surface and a center of the
second surface, respectively.

8. Device according to claim 1, wherein the first position
is near the center of the first surface and the second position
is near the center of the second surface.

9. Device for cleaning a surface comprising:

a cleaning head comprising at least a first surface and a
second surface which are both flat and are adapted to
alternate in facing the surface to be cleaned, said first
surface and said second surface having an angular
offset relative to one another about a transverse direc-
tion, and

a hinge comprising a first hinge portion and a second
hinge portion which are movable relative to one
another in rotation about a hinge axis parallel to the
transverse direction, said second hinge portion being
intended for connection to a gripping element,

8

a switching system, interposed between the cleaning head
and the hinge, and adapted to move said hinge between
a first position near the first surface and a second
position near the second surface; and

first and second supports projecting upwardly from the
cleaning head; the first hinge portion abuts against the
first support when the hinge is in the first position, and
the first hinge portion abuts against the second support
when the hinge is in the second position,

w

19 wherein the hinge is rotatable about a pivot axis that is
parallel to the transverse direction when moving
between the first position and the second position.

10. Device according to claim 9, wherein at the first
|5 position the second hinge portion is pivotable relative to the

first hinge portion about the hinge axis.

11. Device according to claim 10, wherein, in the first
position, the first hinge portion abuts against the first support
in alignment with the hinge axis, and the second hinge

20 portion is spaced a distance from the cleaning head.

12. A device for cleaning a surface comprising:

a cleaning head that includes a first surface and a second
surface which are both flat and are adapted to alternate
in facing the surface to be cleaned, the first surface and

25 the second surface having an angular offset relative to
one another about a transverse direction;

the cleaning head further includes a first face opposite the
first surface and a second face opposite the second
surface, the first face and the second face having an

30 angular offset relative to one another about the trans-
verse direction;

a hinge connected to the cleaning head by a switching
system, the hinge includes a first hinge portion and a
second hinge portion which are movable relative to one

35 another in rotation about a hinge axis parallel to the
transverse direction, the second hinge portion being
intended for connection to a gripping element; and

the switching system is interposed between the cleaning
head and the hinge, and the switching system is con-

40 figured to move the hinge between a first position near
the first surface and a second position near the second
surface.

13. The device of claim 12, further comprising first and
second supports, or first and second retention portions,

45 projecting upwardly from the first face and the second face,
respectively; the first hinge portion abuts against the first
support or the first retention portion when the hinge is in the
first position, and the first hinge portion abuts against the
second support or the second retention portion when the

50 hinge is in the second position.

14. The device of claim 13, wherein, in the first position,
the first hinge portion abuts against the first support or the
first retention portion in alignment with the hinge axis, and
the second hinge portion is spaced a distance from the

55 cleaning head.

15. The device of claim 13, wherein the first and second
supports, or the first and second retention portions, project
upwardly from the first face and the second face, respec-
tively, substantially in alignment with a center of the first

60 surface and a center of the second surface, respectively.

16. The device of claim 12, wherein the hinge is rotatable
about a pivot axis that is parallel to the transverse direction
when moving between the first position and the second
position.

65 17. The device of claim 16, wherein at the first position
the second hinge portion is pivotable relative to the first
hinge portion about the hinge axis.
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18. The device of claim 12, wherein:

the first surface has a first length in the transverse direc-
tion and a first width perpendicular to the transverse
direction;

the second surface has a second length in the transverse

direction and a second width perpendicular to the
transverse direction; and

the second width is at least 10% smaller than the first

width.

19. The device of claim 12, further comprising a first
cleaning strip portion held in place opposite the first surface
and a second cleaning strip portion held in place opposite the
second surface, the first strip portion and the second strip
portion having different compositions.

20. The device of claim 12, wherein the first position is
near the center of the first surface and the second position is
near the center of the second surface.
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